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Title Elmer by David McKee 
Theme Accepting Differences 
Subject Language Arts 
Grade Range K - 2 
Duration 20 – 30 minutes 
Standards 
and Goals 

Florida State Standards 
The student uses speaking strategies effectively. (LA.C.3.1) 
The student understands the power of language. (LA.D.2.1) 
The student uses listening strategies effectively. (LA.C.1.1) 

Objectives Students will: 
• Listen to the story Elmer by David McKee 
• Identify that everyone is different in their own way 
• Create their own elephant for the Elmer parade  

Materials 
and 
Preparation  

• Elmer by David McKee 
• Elmer Outline 
• Crayons, markers, glue sticks, tiny squares of tissue paper, newspaper and 

other craft type materials  
Procedure:  
Introduction 

1. Have the students sit in a circle or at their desks. 
2. Ask students to stand up if they are a girl, then sit down. Ask students to stand 

up if they are a boy, then sit down. Ask students to stand if they have blue eyes, 
like to play a sport, enjoy eating ice cream, like to play with bubbles, swim in the 
pool, eat new foods, etc.  

3. Tell students that they are about to read a book about an elephant that was 
different from all the other elephants.  

4. Ask students to pay attention to how Elmer feels throughout the story.  
Instruction  1. Read the story Elmer by David McKee to the class.  

2. At the end of the story, ask students how Elmer felt being different from all the 
other elephants. Ask students to think about how they would feel if they were 
different from all the other children. Tell students that everyone is different from 
each other but sometimes it is not always so easy to see. People should be kind 
to each other and treat each other with respect.  

3. Explain to students that they are going to create their own Elmer parade.  
Practice  1. Using craft materials, students will each create a unique elephant to march in 

the parade.  
2. Distribute Elmer outlines, and allow students to choose various craft materials to 

decorate their Elmer with. 
3. When all students are finished completing their elephants, have them hold them 

up one at a time for all students to view.  
 Wrap-up 
 

• Have students line up and march around the room or through the hall holding up 
their elephant.  

Assessment Have students tell how they are different from other children. Maybe they are from 
a different country or speak another language or live with an aunt, etc. Let students 
talk to their partners about what they like and dislike to establish differences.  

 


