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How many species of fish have been identified? 
(a) 100,000 thousand 
(b) 50 million 
(c) Over 25,000 

   (c) Over 25,000 
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How long have fish been on earth? 
a) 5000 years 
b) 450 million years 
c) 1 billion years 

 (b) More than 450 million years 
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How many fish have not yet been identified? 
a) 100 
b) Over 15,000 
c) 5000 

 (b) Over 15,000 
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What percent of fish live in fresh water?  
a) 10% 

b) 75% 

c) 40% 

 

 

 
c)  40% of all fish species inhabit fresh water, yet less than 

.01% of the earth's water is fresh water. 
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True or False: The spotted climbing perch is able 
to absorb oxygen from the air and will crawl 
overland using its strong pectoral fins. 

 (True) 

Tu 
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True or False: There are more species of fish 

than all the species of amphibians, reptiles, 

birds, and mammals combined. 

(True) 
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True or False: Some fish like sharks don't 

posses an air bladder to help keep them afloat and 
must either swim continually or rest on the bottom.  

  (True) 
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True or False: Catfish make sounds by grating 

their teeth.  

 
(False: Some fish make sounds by grating their 
teeth but catfish make sounds from their air filled 
swim bladder.) 
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What is the largest fish?    

 
c) The great whale shark which can reach 65 feet in 
length. What about blue whales? Aren't they bigger Blue 
whales are not the world's largest fish, because they are 
not fish! Whales, along with dolphins, are mammals that 
live underwater. The Great Whale Shark is a shark. 
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What is the smallest fish?   
a) guppy 
b) goby 
c) minnow    

 
 
 
 

b) The Philippine goby that is less than 1/3 of an inch 
when fully grown  

a) Muskie 
b) Blue Whale 
c) Great Whale Shark 
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True or False: All fish have gills. 
 

   (True) 
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All fish are considered: 
a) Warm blooded 
b) Cold blooded 
c) Do not have blood  
 

 (b)  
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True or False: All fish see in color 

  

   (True) 
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Fish can smell by: 
a) sacs in front of the eyes 
b) through their ears 
c) fish cannot smell 

 
a) sacs in front of the eyes. Fishes smell by pumping 
water in through two front nostrils and use these smell 
detectors to sample chemicals in the water. The water 
then passes out through the rear two nostrils. 
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Fish have ears: 
a) inside their heads    
b) do not have ears 
c) behind their gills 

 

(a) Although fishes have no external ears (their ears are 
inside their head), they still have a keen sense of hearing. 
Some fishes communicate by making sounds and 
listening for a response from a member of their own 
species. 
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True or False:  
Fish have taste buds 
 
(True) Human taste buds are on the tongue but in 
some fishes the taste buds are scattered over the 
outside of the body! The taste buds of catfishes are 
concentrated on barbels, the whisker-like 
projections near the mouth 
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True or False: The lateral line on fish is only 
for decoration. 
 
 
 
 
(False) Fishes use the lateral line to sense 
movement in the water, the temperature of the 
water, and to maintain their balance. 
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To protect themselves Puffer fish fill up: 
a) air 
b) water 
c) other fish 

 
 
b) Puffer fish use their highly elastic stomachs and the ability to 
quickly ingest huge amounts of water (and even air when 
necessary) to turn themselves into a virtually inedible ball several 
times their normal size. 
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Clownfish are called this because: 
a) they act silly and do tricks 
b) they were used in a circus act 
c) they have bold colors 

 
 
(c) get their name from the bold color strokes on their 
body (from rich purplish browns to bright oranges and 
reds and yellows) 
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True or False: Aquarium fish are the 
most popular pet in America 
 
 

 (true) nearly 12 million 
households own more than 
158 million fish! 
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A baby fish is called a: 
a) fry 
b) fishy 
c) baby 

            (a) 
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How do fish stay clean? 
a) They take a shower 
b) Rub on rocks 
c) Use a cleaning station 
 
(c) When fish need cleaning, they head for the 
nearest cleaning station. Cleaning stations are 
places on the coral reef where special fish or shrimp, 
known as cleaners, live. Cleaners make their living 
by picking bacteria and dead skin off fish.  
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What is a group of fish called? 
a) Flock 
b) School 
c) Herd 

 
 

           (b) 
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True or False: The fastest fish is the 
shark.   
 

 

(False) The sailfish has been clocked at speeds over 68 
MPH, which is quite a feat for a fish weighing up to 200 
pounds. 
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What fish looks like the letter T? 
a) Hammerhead Shark 
b) Great White Shark 
c) Goldfish 

 
(a) 
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True or False: Eels are snakes. 

 
 

(False) Eels may look like a snake but 
they are considered a fish. 

http://meesterc.wordpress.com 

True or False: Can it really rain fish? 

(True) Nobody really knows why, 
but it seems that tornadoes suck up fish into the 
clouds. When the rain falls, so do the fish! 
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True or False: Ice fishing means 
catching fish with bait frozen in ice. 
    
 

(False) ice fishing is 
fishing on a frozen lake 
through a hole cut in the 
ice 
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Name three things you need to go 
fishing. 
Here are a few:  
bait  boat  bobber  bucket 
fly  hook  leader  line   
lure  minnow motor  net   
pole reel rod sinker  
tackle tackle box worm  
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What is a night crawler? 
a) a type of worm used in fishing 
b) a slow boat fishing at night 
c) a type of fish 

 
 

(a) 
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What can help if you fall out of the 
boat? 
    

(Life Jacket) It is the law in many 
states. To be safe always wear a 
life jacket in a boat and a seat 
belt in a car. 
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A person who studies fish is called a… 

a) Ichthyologist 
b) Fishologist 
c) Finologist 

 
(a) 
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What fish is the most poisonous? 
a) Electric Eel 
b) Puffer fish  
c) Stonefish 
 

 
     (c) 
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How many eyes does a starfish have? 
a) Two 
b) Zero 
c) Five     

(c) o (c) one at the 
end of each 
arm- if they 

have more arms then more eyes! 
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True or False: Fish can swim backwards 
 
    

(True) A number of fish can, but 
even they usually don’t. They are 
members of the eel family. 
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How long do fish live? 
a) Few months to over 50 years 
b) 2-5 years 
c) 1 year    

(a) Small reef fish live 
only a few months but 
sturgeons can live 
longer than 50 years 
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True or False: Can fish get seasick? 
 
  
 

      (True) If they are stored aboard  
a rolling ship or shaken  
enough in a pail they 
may become seasick. 
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Do fish make sounds? 

Yes, A particular fish in Florida, 
the Gurnard, makes grunting 
noises before thunderstorms and 
is absolutely accurate. Nobody 
understands the process. 
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What fish is born in fresh water but lives its 
adult life in the ocean? 

a) salmon 
b) trout 
c) tuna    

       (a) 
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True or False: Fish sleep with their eyes 
closed. 
     

     
    
 

(False) 
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